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declaration, and punished those who had signed it by
refusing to allow the investiture when the king ap-
pointed the bishops. As no one could bear the title
of bishop without having been invested by the pope, it
became impossible to fill the office; at the death of
Innocent XL, twenty-nine dioceses were vacant.

Louis XIV., engaged in a war against the whole of
Europe, decided to yield. The new pope. Innocent
XII., granted the bulls of investiture, the king ceased
to impose upon the faculties of theology the acceptance
of the declaration of 1682. All the prelates who had
signed it, by an official act, demanded pardon from the
pope, declaring that they never had had any intention
of "saying anything against the authority of the
Roman pontiff, even in favor of the authority of the
councils."